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[bookmark: _Hlk141379649]Escrick COE Primary School 
Religious Education Long Term Plan
‘Every person is an individual and also part of a community’ 1 Corinthians 12:12-27
Helping Each Child to Flourish
At Escrick CE Primary School, our Religious Education curriculum is firmly rooted in our Christian values and vision. Our school is committed to providing a nurturing and inclusive environment where children can flourish academically, emotionally and spiritually. Religious Education has a core and central place within our curriculum and all of our school values: Friendship, Learning, Opportunity, Unique, Respect, Resilience, Included, Solve Problems and Happy help each child to flourish. 
Our curriculum celebrates diversity and promotes respect for all individuals, encouraging children to develop empathy, kindness and a strong sense of community. Through a  rich and diverse curriculum, we celebrate the uniqueness of each child, promoting curiosity, creativity and critical thinking while nurturing their faith and encouraging them to explore their place in the world. We believe that everyone in our school is an important piece of the Escrick Jigsaw and together we grow and learn. The Christian values of Wisdom and Joy underpin our ethos and we value and respect everyone allowing us to make a difference to the world. 
What does Religious Education look like at Escrick? 
At Escrick CE Primary School, our children and their families can expect a high quality RE curriculum that is rich and varied, enabling our children to acquire a thorough knowledge and understanding of a range of faiths and world views. Children are given the opportunity to ask questions, enquire and reflect on religious and non-religious world views. They learn that people have different cultures, beliefs and opinions and that this should be respected and accepted by everyone within our school. We provide a wide range of opportunities for our children to understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of the range of faiths and world views studied. The use of an enquiry approach engages with significant theological concepts and the children’s own understanding of the world as part of their wider religious understanding. Links with our school vision, and support for our children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development are intrinsic to our RE curriculum and have a significant impact on our children. Key aspects of our approach to Religious Education include:
· The teaching of weekly RE lessons according to the North Yorkshire agreed syllabus for Religious Education (2019-2024) 
· As a church school, the children have a daily act of collective worship. This is a mixture of whole school and class worship. Wherever the worship occurs, children are welcomed, given the opportunity to engage in the topic and then respond, and they always leave the worship with something to think about. Worship is led by staff in school, the children in our Collective Worship Group, Rev Maxine Waller, YoYo and ‘Open the Book’.  
· Using an enquiry approach supported by the use of the Understanding Christianity resource
· Learning that is very carefully planned in order to build on previous knowledge and skills
· Visitors are invited into school to share their beliefs and practices with our children
· Visits to places of worship that are planned throughout the school year to link to children’s learning
· Strong links with organisations in the community that provide religious workshops and collective worships for our children
Believing, Expressing and Living.
As our R.E curriculum is broad and balanced, it provides a wealth of opportunity to embrace fundamental British Values and SMSC. Both are an integral part of R.E. and are threaded through whenever relevant. For each key stage, the curriculum is divided into three distinct strands: 
Believing: 
 Describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which exists within and between communities and amongst individuals 
 Identify, investigate and respond to questions posed, and responses, offered by some of the sources of wisdom found in religions and worldviews 
 Appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning 
Expressing: 
 Explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression influence individuals and communities 
 Express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value, including ethical issues 
 Appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion 
Living:
  Find out about and investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, responding creatively 
 Enquire into what enables different individuals and communities to live together respectfully for the wellbeing of all 
 Articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain why they may be important in their own and other people’s lives
	Religious traditions are to be studied in depth as follows. Schools should consider the pupils they serve in deciding whether to go beyond the minimum entitlements to learning about religions, which are that pupils should learn from:

	Key Stage
	Locally Agreed Syllabus
	The Escrick Way

	EYFS
	Christianity and other faiths, as part of their growing sense of self, their own community and their place within it.
	Christians, Muslims and Hindu people.

	KS1
	Christianity and Muslims or Jewish people.
	Christians, Muslims, Jewish, Hindus and Non-Religious people.

	KS2
	Christians, Muslims, Hindus and Jewish people
	Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Jewish and Non-Religious people. 



Escrick COE Primary School Religious Education Long Term Plan 
Blue = Understanding Christianity                                                                                                                     
Orange = North Yorkshire Agreed Syllabus 2024-2029
	[bookmark: _Hlk141380003]Year Group: EYFS
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Big Questions
	F5. Being Special: Where do we belong? 

	UC F2 Why is Christmas special for Christians? 
	UC F1 Why is the word God so important to Christians?
	UC F3 Why is Easter special to Christmas?
	F3 What places are special and why?
	F1 What times/stories are special and why?

	
Objectives Covered
	When have things happened in our lives that made us feel special? 

Where do we live? Where do we feel safe and happy?

What happens at a baptism?

What happens when a baby is welcomed into a Hindu family?
	Why are your friends special to you?

Why are your family special to you?

Recall stories about special people and talk about what we can learn from them. 

Recall and talk about stories of Jesus as a friend to others.
	How should we look after animals and plants?

What stories do Christians tell about Creation?

Talk about things they find puzzling, interesting or wonderful about the world, plus their own experiences.
	Give examples of special occasions and suggest features of a good celebration 

Why is Easter a special time for Christians?

Talk about why a festival from another faith is special (e.g. why Diwali is important for Hindus).
	Be aware that some religious people have places which have special meaning for them. 

What places are special to a Muslim? 

What places are special to a Christian?


	What religious stories do we know?

What are your favourite stories and why?

What places are special to people where we live?

	
Religions Covered
	
Christians, Hindus and Muslims
	
Christians
	
Christians
	
Christians/Hindus
	
Christians, Muslims
	
Christians, Hindus and Muslims

	Strand Link
	Living
	Expressing
	Believing
	Expressing
	Expressing
	Believing 

	Why this? Why now?







	An introduction to key R.E. questions and themes as a way of introducing the concept of faith, religion and faith communities.
	This unit builds on key themes within the classroom and lives of our pupils at this point in the year (Christmas), following the needs and interests of our pupils.
	Pupils will build on their knowledge from unit UC F2, deepening their understanding and disciplinary knowledge.
	This unit builds on key themes within the classroom and lives of our pupils at this point in the year (Easter), following the needs and interests of our pupils.
	This unit is timed to allow pupils to draw on prior learning, comparing places that are special to them and places that are special to those of other faiths.
	Pupils can draw on prior learning, comparing times and stories that are special to them, with stories and times that are special to those of other faiths.

	Year Group:1
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	[bookmark: _Hlk170142796]Big Questions
	UC 1.1 What do Christians believe God is like?
	1.7 What does it mean to belong to a faith community?
	1.3 Who is Jewish and what do they believe?
	UC 1.2 Who do Christians say made the world?
	1.8 How should we care for the world and for others, and why does it matter? 

	Objectives Covered
	What is the message from the parable ‘The Lost Son’? 

What is the message from the parable ‘Jonah’?

If God is invisible, how do Christians describe him?

Do you have someone or something that is comforting when you need help?
	Do we all belong to something? 

How do Christians show they belong? 
How do Muslims know that they belong? 

How do Jewish people show they belong together as a community?

How do Christians welcome a new baby? How do Muslims welcome a new baby?
	What items are precious to us? 

How do we celebrate special occasions?

What special items might we find in a Jewish home?

What do Jewish people believe about God?

What is a Mezuzah and why do Jewish people have it in their home? 

What is Shabbat? 

How do Jewish people celebrate other special occasions?

What does the story of Chanukah make us think about?
	Which words describe our feelings when experiencing nature? 

What can we learn from Genesis 1?

If God made the world, how should Christians live in it?
	Should we care for everyone?

What does the Bible say about caring for people?

What do some religions say about caring for other people? (Jewish idea of charity: Tzedakah)

How have some people shown they care? (Mother Theresa or Doctor Bernardo)

How do Christians and Jewish people think we should treat the world?

	
Religions Covered
	Christians
	Christians and Muslims.
	Christians and Muslims
	Christians
	Christians, Jewish and Non-Religious. 

	Strand Link
	Believing
	Living
	Expressing 
	Believing
	Living

	Why this? Why now?






	Pupils will build on their knowledge from units UC F2, UCF1, UC F3 and F1, deepening their understanding of the connection between Christianity and God.
	This unit connects to unit F5, building on prior learning of being special and where we belong, linking communities and religion. It will allow children to apply this knowledge to future learning.
	Pupils will be introduced to Judaism, making links with what they have learnt about Christianity. This unit is placed in the Spring term as it allows pupils to draw on what they know already, making comparisons and connections with prior learning before they move on to exploring Christianity further in Summer 1.
	This unit allows children to explore the golden thread of creation, strengthening their knowledge and deepening their understanding ready to begin unit 1.8.
	Pupils will use all their prior learning to answer a big question about caring for the world and others. They will deepen their understanding of Christianity and Judaism, ready to progress through the golden thread of each religion in Year 2.

	Year Group: 2
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer

	Big Questions
	1.2 Who is a Muslim and what do they believe? (Part 1)
	UC 1.3: Why does Christmas matter to Christians?
	1.2: Who is a Muslim and what do they believe? (Part 2)
	UC 1.5 Why does Easter matter to Christians?
	1.9 Who is a Hindu and how do they live?
	1.5 What makes some places sacred?

	Objectives Covered
	What do we think about God? 

Who was the Prophet Muhammad, and why is he important to Muslims? 

Why does Allah have 99names?

What stories of the Prophet do Muslims love to tell?

What makes a place or an object special to us and to Muslims? 

What is a mosque, and what happens at a mosque?
	What tells us that Christmas is coming? 

What can we tell about baby Jesus from pictures? 

What can we learn about this story from the Gospel of Luke?

Why does Christmas still matter to Christians?
	What do Muslim people say about what they believe? 

What does God mean to me? 

How do we show that something is precious to us? 

How does a Muslim person show that items are precious to them? 

Why and how do Muslims celebrate? (Ramadan and Eid-Ul-Fitr)
	What is worth celebrating? 

What do Christians celebrate at Easter?

What was the meaning of Jesus’ last meal with his friends?

What does the crucifying of Jesus mean to Christians?

What do Christians believe happened on Easter Sunday morning? 

	Talk simply about what Hindus believe about God (for example, one God in many forms) 

Recognise some objects used by Hindus and suggest why they are important 

Identify some ways Hindus celebrate Diwali and Holi, and talk about how this might make them feel 

Express creatively their own responses to the stories and celebrations studied
	Where is your safe or special place?

Which place of worship is sacred for Christians? (Church visit)

Which place of worship is sacred for Muslims?

How are places of worship similar and different? (Comparison) 

What items could be described as sacred or holy? 

Why must we show respect to others precious thing? 

How is music used in worship?

Why are places of worship important to our community?


	Religions Covered
	Muslims and Christians

	Christians
	Muslims and Christians
	Christians
	Hindus
	Christians, Hindus and Muslims

	Strand Link
	Believing 

	Expressing
	Believing
	Believing
	Living
	Expressing

	Why this? Why now?
	Pupils will begin the year by exploring a ‘new’ religion, developing an understanding of what Islam is and who a Muslim is.
	Pupils will draw on key events in their personal lives and the school calendar, exploring the golden thread of the birth of Jesus.









	Pupils will combine their knowledge from unit 1.2 part 1, with new knowledge about what a Muslim believes.
	Pupils will draw on key events in their personal lives and the school calendar, exploring the golden thread of Jesus’ death, crucifixion and resurrection. 
	Pupils will begin to explore the beliefs and festivals of Hinduism. This will be the first explicit topic on Hindus that children will encounter, preparing them for later units in KS2. 
	Pupils will begin to explore the similarities and differences between Islam and Christianity, drawing on their knowledge of the golden threads taught so far.

	Year Group: 3
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	[bookmark: _Hlk141430767][bookmark: _Hlk170143213]Big Questions:
	UC L2.1 What do Christians learn from the Creation story?
	UC L2.2 What is it like for someone to follow God?
	L2.4: Why do people pray? 
	L2 5: How do people from religious and non-religious communities celebrate key festivals?
	UC L2.4 What kind of world did Jesus want?
	L2.9: What can we learn from religions about deciding what is right and wrong?

	Objectives Covered
	What is wonderful about our world? 

What instructions might God give us to ‘look after’ the world?

Is it easier to have instructions than not? 

What do we learn from the Creation story?
	What is the Bible like? 

What can we learn from the story of Noah?

What was it like for Noah and his family to follow God? 

What can we learn from Christian ceremonies?
	Are the words used in prayers important? 

How do people pray? 

Does everyone pray? 

What is the impact of prayer? 

Are prayers ever answered? 
What do religious stories say about prayer?
	What is worth celebrating? 

How many people celebrate Christmas?

What is the difference between a cultural and a religious festival?

What are some Jewish festivals? 


	Which gospels tell the story of the life of Jesus?

Who were Jesus’ disciples and how did they follow Jesus?

How did Jesus show love and forgiveness?

How do Christians try to follow Jesus teachings? 
(Class visitor/church leader)
	What rules are important? 

How is the Golden Rule important? 

What important messages are in the Ten Commandments? 

What does Christianity say about how to live a good life? 
How can people decide what is right and wrong without God’s help? 

What do religious stories tell believers about temptation?

	Religions Covered
	Christians
	Christians
	Christians, Muslims and Hindus. 
	Christians, Jewish people and Hindus
	Christians
	Christians, Muslims, Jewish and Non-Religious.  

	Strand Link
	Believing 
	Expressing
	Expressing
	Expressing
	Living
	Living

	Why this? Why now?
	These units allow pupils to build on knowledge from UC unit 1.2 and the golden threads of Christianity taught through previous years.
	These units allow pupils to build on knowledge from UC unit 1.2 and the golden threads of Christianity taught through previous years.
	Pupils will deepen their understanding of both Islam and Christianity, using prior knowledge and exploration to connect reasons for why people pray.
	This unit helps to consolidate learning from units 1.3, 1.7, 1.5 and 1.2, and extends on key points within the golden threads
	This unit builds on knowledge from units UC L2.1/2.2. Offering pupils the opportunity to explore big concepts in further detail.
	This unit offers pupils an opportunity to begin comparing similarities and differences between all religions taught so far, discovering how each one promotes being a ‘good person’ and ‘making positive choices and contributions’.









	Year Group: Y4
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Big Questions
	UC L2.3 What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it important for Christians?
	L2.8: What does it mean to be Hindu in Britain today? Part 1
	L2.8: What does it mean to be Hindu in Britain today? Part 2
	UC L2.5 Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’?
	UC L2.6 For Christians, when Jesus left, what was the impact of Pentecost?
	L2.6 Why do some people think that life is a journey and what significant experiences mark this? (C, H, NR)

	Objectives Covered
	What is the trinity?
How did Jesus get baptised?

What do texts about baptisms and baptism and Trinity mean to Christians today?

What are gospels?

What is significant about the Trinity? 

Describe how Christians show their beliefs about God the Trinity in the way they live.


	What is Hinduism? 

Where do Hindu people worship? 

How do Hindu’s show their faith?

What is Dharma and Moksha?

Why is Mahatma Gandhi a Hindu Hero?

What do Hindu people believe? 


	What are the duties of a Hindu person?

What is puja, aarti and bhajans? 

How is it good being a Hindu in Britain today and why might it be hard? 

How do Hindu people help others? 
How do we help others?
	What happened in the Easter story?

Why is the Easter story important to Christians?

What might ‘The Last Supper’ mean to Christians?

How do Christians show their beliefs in their everyday lives?


	What is the Pentecost?

What links are there between the Pentecost, the Holy Spirit and the Kingdom of God?

What is the Kingdom of God?

How do Christians show their belief about the Holy Spirit in worship and in the way that they live?
	What does a journey mean to us? 

What is the significance of Baptism to Christians? 

How do Jewish people mark becoming an adult? 

What ceremonies do Hindus mark in the journey of life? 

Why do people choose to get married?

Are all journeys similar? Can we compare the journeys of Christians, Jewish people and Hindus?

	Religions Covered
	Christians
	Hindus
	Hindus
	Christians
	Christians
	Christians, Jewish and Hindus

	Strand Link
	Believing 
	Living
	Living
	Believing
	Believing
	Expressing

	Why this? Why now?

	This unit opens the year with an exploration of the golden thread of ‘the Holy Trinity’, offering an opportunity to revisit prior learning and explore new concepts, ready for pupils to extend their knowledge throughout UKS2.


	This unit Introduces Hinduism to the LKS2 pupils, allowing them to begin drawing on their understanding of religion and faith in other communities and compare this with new knowledge.
	This unit Introduces Hinduism to the LKS2 pupils, allowing them to begin drawing on their understanding of religion and faith in other communities and compare this with new knowledge.
	This unit will allow pupils to deepen their understanding of Easter and its importance to Christians, following on from units UC 1.5, UC F3, F1 and L2.5. 
	This unit will allow pupils to deepen their understanding of Easter and its importance to Christians, following on from units UC 1.5, UC F3 and unit F1. 
	This unit begins to explore some of the concepts around life and death, allowing pupils to build on their knowledge of why each religion may have different views on this.

	Year Group: Y5
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Big Questions
	UC U2.1: What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and loving?
	UC U2.4 Why do Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah?
	U2.6 What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?
	U2.5: What would Jesus do? 
	Key Question (U2.7): What matters most to Christians and Humanists?

	Objectives Covered
	How can you find out about someone? 

How could God be described?

How has God been described in the Bible? 
Why is God worth worshipping?
	When do people need help? 

What happened at the end of the Old Testament? 

What did Jewish people expect from the Messiah? 

What evidence was there that Christians believed Jesus was the Messiah?
	What are the Five Pillars and how do these impact on Muslim life?

What is the key belief of Muslims?

How significant is the Qur’an to Muslim people?

Why does prayer matter to Muslims?

How is charity important to Muslims?

Why do Muslims fast?
Why do Muslims want to go on a pilgrimage?

Compare the key functions of the Mosque and the beliefs of Muslim people.
	What did Jesus teach about being generous and being greedy? 

What does the teaching of Jesus have to say about some problems people face today? 
What would Jesus do? 
What have we learned about living by the values of Jesus in the modern world?
	What does ‘being made in the image of God’ and ‘being fallen’ mean? 

What are the simple Christian and Humanist values? 

What do we understand about morality? 

Why might it be useful to have a moral code?


	Religions Covered
	Christians
	Christians
	Muslims
	Christians
	Christians and Non-Religious

	Strand Link
	Believing
	Believing
	Living

	Believing 
	Living

	Why this? Why now?
	This unit builds on knowledge taught previously, pupils will begin to connect theology, philosophy, and social and human to explore the golden threads of God in a deeper way.














	This unit builds on knowledge taught previously, pupils will begin to connect theology, philosophy, and social and human to explore the golden threads of Jesus and the ‘Trinity’ in a deeper way.
	This unit builds on knowledge taught previously, pupils will begin to connect theology, philosophy, and social and human to explore the golden threads of Islam in a deeper way
	This unit allows pupils to return to previous learning from unit L2.9, and further explore ‘right and wrong’ in the context of Jesus lived his life and the parables within the Bible that demonstrate ‘What Jesus would do’
	This unit allows pupils to begin making connections between religion and non-faith communities, drawing on their knowledge of the Golden threads for each religion, and learning from units L2.9 and UC U2.4 to understand the similarities and differences between Humanists and Christians

	Year Group: Y6
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Big Questions
	U2.1: Why do some people believe God exists? 


	UC U2.2 Creation and science: conflicting or complementary?
	U2.9 What can be done to reduce racism? Can religion help? 
	UC U2.6 What do Christians believe Jesus did to ‘save’ people?
	UC U2.8 For Christians, what kind of King is Jesus?
	U2.3 What do religions say to people when life gets hard? 

	Objectives Covered
	How many people believe in God?

What does theist, atheist and agnostic mean? 

Why do Christians believe in God and atheists don’t?

What do Christians think God is like? 

What do Christians believe about how the world began?

What is the impact of believing/not believing in God on someone’s life?
	What do we know about genres of writing? 

What do we understand of Genesis 1: 1-2:3? 

What can we learn from the poem, ‘The Message’? 

What are the scientific ideas around the creation of the universe?
	How have music, film, prayer, art and other forms of expression have been used in struggles against racism?

How do scriptures encourage religious people to treat all humans with dignity, respect, equity or love ? Why does this not always happen? 

Can prayer help reduce racism? 

Does God care about racism? 

Why are religious people sometimes racist even though they preach love for all? Is it only religious people who fail to live up to their ideals?


	What can art tell us about Jesus’ last days?

Can I use drama to show the message in a story? 

Who was responsible for Jesus’ death? 

Why did Jesus die?
	What parables did Jesus tell about the Kingdom of God?

What can Christians learn from the parable of the feast?

What can Christians learn from the parable of the Unforgiving Servant?

What makes a good king?

What kind of a king was Jesus? 

	What questions do we have about life, death, suffering and what matters in life? 

Why do some people answer ’big’ questions differently? 

How do religions help us to deal with difficulty? 
What do religions think about life after death?

	Religions Covered
	Christians and Non-Religious


	Christians and Non-Religious 
	Christians, Muslims and non-religious ideas 
	Christians
	Christians
	Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Non-Religious

	Strand Link
	Believing 

	Believing 
	Expressing
	Believing 
	Believing 
	Believing 

	Why this? Why now?
	This unit gives pupils the opportunity to draw comparisons between faith and non-faith communities. Starting the year with this unit allows for a recap of prior learning about Christianity and non-faith communities.




	Pupils will begin to use their knowledge of the golden thread of creation to compare views and beliefs of Christians and scientific theories of creating. Identifying similarities and differences, and exploring the big question: Faith and Science: Collaboration or Conflict? This unit is timed to allow pupils to explore the golden threads comprehensively before comparing and contrasting views.
	Understand the challenges racism presents to human communities and consider different religious responses
	This unit is timed to allow pupils to explore topical themes of Easter and the stories around this. Pupils will use all prior learning and deepen their understanding.
	This unit is timed to allow pupils to explore the golden threads of Christianity prior to using this knowledge to answer big questions.
	This unit follows on from unit L2.6 and is timed to allow pupils to revisit prior learning and build on this knowledge further
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